Rob, the AAA has set up its second fine arts show at Classics Plus and is eager to follow through with setting up a performance schedule for musicians, poets and storeytellers.

The concept is again, to: Draw more publicity/public attention and more public participation in viewing the arts, a combination of presentations i.e. visual (paintings, sculptures etc.), musical, poetry and storytelling would hold some interest for most viewers.

The reason: The average public does not tend to go out to amateur presentations in the arts, even though the talent may be there in excess of some professional presentations. Lack of promotion (there is no money to be made), good venues for presentation, publicity, etc. prevents non professional talent from reaching an audience.

A possible ongoing solution: A co-coordinated presentation of the arts in good free venues could get free publicity from radio/TV/newspapers. A schedule of performances on going, which could be publicized, would give the public a reliable free source of entertainment in a venue that would be compatible with an evening out i.e. a book store, CD store, etc.

I anticipate that public participation would need to be ‘grown’ on the basis of the quality or the artistic presentations, but based upon the public response to a free painting exhibition at Chapters, there is an audience there, there is a desire to view/listen to presentations in the arts and with the proper organization, I think people will attend in numbers that would make it worth while for all involved.

There are many talented non professionals that would like to present in public in an organized, low key environment, so the challenge now is to get in contact with these people and expand on the visual arts presentations currently going on.

The goal is greater public participation/publicity/sales for the visual arts and exposure/CD sales for the musical, storytelling, poetry presenters.

Let me know if this interests your group and when you might be in a position to proceed

Thanks for your input into this direction, we will see what develops.

Jude, the concept is:

In order to draw more publicity/public attention and more public participation in viewing the arts, a combination of presentations i.e. visual (paintings, sculptures etc.), musical, poetry and storytelling would hold some interest for most viewers.

The average public does not tend to go out to amateur presentations in the arts, even though the talent may be there in excess of some professional presentations.

Lack of promotion (there is no money to be made), good venues for presentation, publicity, etc. prevents non professional talent from reaching an audience.

A co-coordinated presentation of the arts in good free venues could get free publicity from radio/TV/newspapers. A schedule of performances on going, which could be publicized, would give the public a reliable free source of entertainment in a venue that would be compatible with an evening out i.e. a book store, CD store, etc.

I anticipate that public participation would need to be ‘grown’ on the basis of the quality or the artistic presentations, but based upon the public response to a free painting exhibition at Chapters, there is an audience there, there is a desire to view/listen to presentations in the arts and with the proper organization, I think people will attend in numbers that would make it worth while for all involved.

There are many talented non professionals that would like to present in public in an organized, low key environment, so the challenge now is to get in contact with these people and expand on the visual arts presentations currently going on.

The goal is greater public participation/publicity/sales for the visual arts and exposure/CD sales for the musical, storytelling, poetry presenters.

Whenever you are in a position to follow up on your musical goals, let me know and hopefully by then, there will be a place for you to present.

Mark has been on holidays up to this weekend and I have not yet contacted Stroll of Poets.
Thanks for your input into this direction, we will see what develops.

Sharon, I would like to contact Luiza about the possible set up on Friday. Roa had mentioned his preference to having music and other presentations in the space and this is what I would like to talk to her about as well as set up a meeting with the poetry/music people this week to see how they are set for presenting. There will be contact people for each discipline and they will be responsible for their area.

Once we sit down and set up what a schedule might look like, then sit down with the venues to get their input, it should be relatively easy to get display dates and presentation dates set.

Assuming each representative of each area keeps up their end of the responsibilities, it should run quite easily and once set, other display venues can be approached using this as a standard of what they can expect.

This way there can be a range of ongoing venues for AAA and possible ongoing presentations in past venues according to the number of participants.

Let me know your thoughts on this as you know these people ay Classical CD more than I do.

“The Alberta Artists Association is holding a painting exhibition from August 5th to August 26th. This exhibition is being hosted at Chapters Book Store- 9631 Macleod Trail SW and will be available for viewing during store hours. Come out and see the recent works of local Alberta Artists. For more information you can phone Chapters Book Store at 212-1442 or the Alberta Artists Association at 288-2695”

Please feel free to edit this as you like.

Thanks for the opportunity.

Jessie, good to hear from you. Congratulations on your new position. It is opportune for you to be in the centre of art related activities.

This is just a little background information on the Association. It was registered as a non-profit in 1996. 

The Association of artists was established to encourage participation and education in the techniques and processes in fine arts as well as a collective desire to promote excellence in the creation of art works and provide opportunities for public display and sale of art works within the Association. It has had a couple of re-incarnations over the years as artists go on to gallery representation or on their own directions.

At the moment there are approximately 25 members, ranging in ages from 13 to 70 years. 

Mostly professional people who want to pursue a different or new direction in their lives. The styles vary according to the artist but mostly realistic. Sizes of the work and subject matter also vary widely, but nothing outside of public standards.
In our present series of display venues, each have expressed a desire to host not only the visual arts presentations but also the possibility of music, poetry and storytelling. Each venue has space set aside of this and have found little talent willing to present and so this space has not been fully utilized nor the potential fully explored.

As it is also the AAA's position to promote the arts, not only for it's own sake but for mutual support-i.e. a draw of a larger public audience, more publicity, etc., we have sent a call out for non professional poets, musicians and story tellers that might be interested in this opportunity.
It sounds to me like an opportune time for you to be promoting the working/presenting together of the arts. It does fit in with our direction and we have already made contacts with the venues that are looking to provide the opportunities.

Having said that, I know the venues are only looking for activities that will compliment their business and please their customers, so it is not a come one come all situation.

The AAA has invested in display easels, security hangers, and maintains a quality control over the work shown under that banner. As a result, we are usually welcomed back to any venues we have shown at.

Musicians, storytellers, poets, fine artists would all have to be approved by the venues both for their quality of work presented and of course would be presenting according to the venues desired schedule.

Adding fine artists from ACAD is not a priority as the quality of the work is inconsistent and for fine arts we will be adding venues based upon a consistent standard that we hope to maintain and the venues can rely on.
Not everyone is ready to display/present and so this opportunity would be for those who are ready and willing to do so.

When you said " I would need to provide more tangible information on "when"... would you feel comfortable setting a date for our first show?" the steps in this would be to first see who was interested, have one person in each discipline that would be the contact person for their area. They would find out when each person in their area would/could be available to present, what they would like to present, get a short bio of their experience and then have the representatives meet to form a tentative schedule and meet with the venues to see if this works in any way with their short and long term plans.
What part of the schedule the venues are interested in hosting would be finalized and the artists would then be contacted with the schedule and of course would be expected to follow through on time, at the agreed upon date and present. The quality of the work and 'professionalism' of the presenters will reflect on all people in the schedule so who presents and who does not is important to everyone.
The AAA is presenting at this moment at Classics Plus (opening night/meet the artists on Oct 21st from 3-7pm) and most likely will be there until Christmas or later. As well we will be having a smaller display at Books on 4th most likely in November.
Larry Kostiniuk's group will be playing at that opening (a musical quartet interested in presenting publicly. This benefits the AAA and also the quartet as the publicity should draw a fair crowd to the evening.

Chapters, Books on 4th could be hosting events if there were musicians/poets/storytellers or other artists interested and the overall schedule would keep everyone informed about times available and organized to a varied and interesting public display.

So a general 'call for poets/storytellers/musicians/artists' would be valuable but the other steps are necessary for the organization and quality control that would help ensure this is welcomed into the hosting venues ongoing and more venues will be eager to host the arts as well.
I hope this makes things clearer and I would be happy to go into greater details with you if you have any more questions.

Thanks

Dan
-----Original Message-----
From: English Literature Students' Society [mailto:elss@ucalgary.ca] 
Sent: Friday, October 07, 2005 2:55 PM
To: Dan Laba
Subject: RE: presentations
Hi Dan,

Appologies for my late response. I've recently been elected the VP

Communications for the Art Students' Society here at the U of C, as well

as being the VP Communications for ELSS, as you already know. This

broadens my opportunities to help you along with this project. We're still

in the beginning processes of becoming a functional art society, so there

are still a few wrinkles to iron out, but I will pass your email along to

our President, and at our meeting next week, we will introduce these

options to our members. I think I can guarantee a good handful of students

who would be interested, myself included.

Dan, you've mentioned being President elect of the AAA, and I must admit I

don't know much about this organization. Would you mind expanding? I'm

excited about the prospect of this project, and I'm thinking about

distributing posters around the U of C, possibly other places as well. I'm

particularily intrigued because the ELSS is currently making a call for

submissions for a new magazine entitled NôD, and we're accepting art,

poetry, prose, etc. This multi-disciplinary standpoint is very akin to

your ideas. Do you think there might be a creative way to fuse our two

endeavors? We're releasing our first issue in mid-November.

Now, I love that we have a small art faculty here at the U of C, but in

terms of getting a large body for a project like this, the chances are

somewhat small. A good target would be ACAD, which I unfortunately don't

have anything to do with. You might consider expanding to the Art College

to ensure a bigger turnout, and will do what I can for my own faculty. In

terms of storytellers, poets, etc., I can send out a call for submissions

in my weekly newsletter.

Thank you for proving more info on venues. I have a concern that you might

be able to answer for me. In terms of a call for submissions in my ELSS

newsletter and at the Art Students' Society meeting, it appears that I

would need to provide more tangible information on "when"... would you

feel comfortable setting a date for our first show? Please get back to me.

I will be sending this call for submissions out next Thursday October

13th, and at my meeting the same day. Thanks for everything!

Bye for now,

Jessie Bryant

---

English Literature Students' Society

U of C English Dept.

Social Sciences 1025

(403) 220-8173

www.ucalgary.ca/~elss

elss@ucalgary.ca

> Jessie, good to hear from you.

> The three venues at the moment are Chapters Book Store on Macleod Trail

> just short of Southland Drive, Classics Plus, a classical CD Store and

> Books on 4th, a second hand book store.

> The Alberta Artists Association was looking for free venues that would

> display art for a commission of the sales and found these venues not

> only with wall/floor space, but with stage or stage like areas.

> Each of the venues expressed a desire to support the arts through

> providing the opportunity for non professional musicians, poets,

> storytellers and fine artists to reach a public through their stores.

> I have sent out information to various people and organizations since

> the summer time (when the AAA first displayed in Chapters) but have had

> few responses and even fewer artists ready to present.

> At the moment there are two musical groups interested, no poets, no

> storytellers and of course the AAA artists who continue to display.

> The goal of a mixed group of artists presenting is to:

> 1. have more artists for the venues so while the AAA is not displaying

> at Chapters for instance, musicians, poets and storytellers can be

> presenting.

> 2. Combining different arts together makes the presentations more

> appealing to the public

> 3. With enough people involved it is easier to get free publicity and

> also for the venues to justify some advertising (with a set

> presentations schedule).

>

> The musicians that are interested at the moment will be included in

> these venue contacts but the small number falls short of being able to

> create a schedule that would provide all these venues with something for

> the public ongoing.

> I hope this will change as I believe these three free venues could be

> 'grown' into many more, a large public exposure potential could be

> created to give talented non professionals access to an audience

> ongoing, a schedule could be created in which artists new when and for

> how long they were presenting. A win/win situation for everyone.

> Themes are at the moment, flexible, as the artists would present a

> proposal as to what they would like to d, for how long and when and the

> venues would say whether they were interested and when.

> Chapters alone has a storytelling section, music section, poetry section

> in their store and the possibilities of having childrens/family events

> are there.

> The specific dates are flexible as the AAA has display dates, are

> displaying at Classics Plus at the moment and will be displaying at

> Books on 4th later in the year (we have been invited to stay at Classics

> Plus until after Christmas but so far the group has not decided how long

> they want to stay).

> All interested parties can submit a proposal anytime and this will be

> added to others and presented to the venues for their decision.

> What I had hoped for is one person in each discipline to take

> responsibility for their area i.e. poets, musicians, etc. so when

> setting schedules there would not be a large group meeting for endless

> discussion and the AAA would take care of the visual arts presentations.

> The AAA is the only ones I know promoting this concept, other than the

> helpful contacts we have already made, Mark Hopkins, Jude Dillon and as

> I am the President elect at the moment, we can start working on

> specifics ASAP as interested parties make themselves known.

> Thanks for your interest and I hope with your contacts that a group of

> interested artists can be found.

> This could be the start of a loose organization that should always have

> been there for non professionals.

> Hope to talk to you soon.

> Dan

>

>

>

>

> -----Original Message-----

> From: English Literature Students' Society [mailto:elss@ucalgary.ca]

> Sent: Sunday, September 25, 2005 3:42 PM

> To: Dan Laba

> Subject: Re: presentations

>

> Hi Dan,

>

> Thanks for writing. My name's Jessie and I'm the VP Communications for

> the

> ELSS, and I write a weekly newsletter that goes to about 500 people, in

> which I talk about literary and artistic events, and I occasionally make

> calls for submissions for events that we run, or events that welcome

> undergrad works. I'm also in communications with the Art Students'

> Society, and I'm working towards getting the arts to work on a

> multi-disciplinary level (for instance, we're currently working on a

> magazine that includes poetry, prose and art submissions).

>

> Your ideas sound promising, and I'd like to pass your contact info along

> to artists via my ELSS newsletter, posters around the U of C, and

> through

> the two clubs I'm involved with. Before I do that, though, it might be

> best for me to provide details on specific venues, possible themes, and

> deadlines for submission as well as dates for the display/presentations.

> What places do you have in mind? And is there anyone else working with

> you

> to materialize this idea? When can we start working on specific dates

> and

> places? Please reply, and thanks again for your email.

>

> Bye for now,

>

> Jessie Bryant

>

> --

> English Literature Students' Society

> U of C English Dept.

> Social Sciences 1025

> (403) 220-8173

> www.ucalgary.ca/~elss

> elss@ucalgary.ca

>

>

>

>

>> Good morning, Mark Hopkins suggested I contact you for

>> poetry/storytelling contacts who may want to present their work in

>> public.

>> The Alberta Artists Association has been working on the following

>> concept:

>> In order to draw more publicity/public attention and more public

>> participation in viewing the arts, a combination of presentations i.e.

>> visual (paintings, sculptures etc.), musical, poetry and storytelling

>> would hold some interest for most viewers.

>> The average public does not tend to go out to amateur presentations in

>> the arts, even though the talent may be there in excess of some

>> professional presentations.

>> Lack of promotion (there is no money to be made), good venues for

>> presentation, publicity, etc. prevents non professional talent from

>> reaching an audience.

>> A co-coordinated presentation of the arts in good free venues could

> get

>> free publicity from radio/TV/newspapers. A schedule of performances on

>> going, which could be publicized, would give the public a reliable

> free

>> source of entertainment in a venue that would be compatible with an

>> evening out i.e. a book store, CD store, etc.

>> I anticipate that public participation would need to be 'grown' on the

>> basis of the quality or the artistic presentations, but based upon the

>> public response to a free painting exhibition at Chapters (AAA

> display),

>> there is an audience. A desire was expressed both by the venues and

> the

>> public to view/listen to presentations in the arts and with the proper

>> organization; I think people will attend in numbers that would make it

>> worth while for all involved.

>> I am sure there are many talented non professionals that would like to

>> present in public in an organized, low key environment, so the

> challenge

>> now is to get in contact with these people and expand on the visual

> arts

>> presentations (paintings/sculptures) currently going on.

>> The goal is greater public participation/publicity/sales for the

> visual

>> arts and exposure/CD sales for the musical, storytelling, poetry

>> presenters.

>> Should you know of artists who might have a desire to pursue public

>> presentations, I would appreciate you passing along this information

> to

>> them. They can contact me at this e-mail address or by phone at

>> 288-2695.

>> There are three venues so far who have the space and facilities for

>> display/presentation and who have expressed the desire to do this

>> ongoing and from my contacts there may be many more. So it is a matter

>> of bringing the artists together with the venues.

>> Thanks again

>

>

>

>

