Selina, the AAA has set up its second fine arts show this season at Classics Plus and is eager to follow through with helping to set up a performance schedule for musicians, poets and storeytellers.

The concept is again, to: Draw more publicity/public attention and more public participation in viewing the arts, a combination of presentations i.e. visual (paintings, sculptures etc.), musical, poetry and storytelling would hold some interest for most viewers.

The reason: The average public does not tend to go out to amateur presentations in the arts, even though the talent may be there in excess of some professional presentations. Lack of promotion (there is no money to be made), good venues for presentation, publicity, etc. prevents non professional talent from reaching an audience.

A possible ongoing solution: A co-coordinated presentation of the arts in good free venues could get free publicity from radio/TV/newspapers. A schedule of performances on going, which could be publicized, would give the public a reliable free source of entertainment in a venue that would be compatible with an evening out i.e. a book store, CD store, etc.

I anticipate that public participation would need to be ‘grown’ on the basis of the quality or the artistic presentations, but based upon the public response to a free painting exhibition at Chapters and Classics Plus, there is an audience there and there is a desire to view/listen to presentations in the arts. With the proper organization, I think people will attend in numbers that would make it worth while for all involved.

There seem to be many talented non professionals that would like to present in public in an organized, low key environment, so the challenge now is to get in contact with these people and expand on the visual arts presentations currently going on.

The goal is greater public participation/publicity/sales for the visual arts and exposure/CD sales for the musical, storytelling, poetry presenters.

The dates and times would be ongoing. The venues have expressed a desire to host the arts in their facilities to add interest to their customers and to compliment the product they are selling, i.e. books, children’s books, music, etc.

The three venues at the moment are Chapters Book Store on Macleod Trail just short of Southland Drive, Classics Plus, a classical CD Store and Books on 4th, a second hand book store. 

The Alberta Artists Association was looking for free venues that would display art for a commission of the sales and found these venues not only with wall/floor space, but with stage or stage like areas. Each of the venues expressed a desire to support the arts through providing the opportunity for non professional musicians, poets, storytellers and fine artists to reach a public through their stores. 
At the moment there are two musical groups interested, no poets, no storytellers and of course the AAA artists who continue to display. The goal of a mixed group of artists presenting is to: 1. have more artists for the venues so while the AAA is not displaying at Chapters for instance, musicians, poets and storytellers can be presenting. 2. Combining different arts together makes the presentations more appealing to the public 3. With enough people involved it is easier to get free publicity and also for the venues to justify some advertising (with a set presentations schedule).

The musicians that are interested at the moment will be included in these venue contacts but the small number falls short of being able to create a schedule that would provide all these venues with something for the public ongoing. I hope this will change as I believe these three free venues could be 'grown' into many more, a large public exposure potential could be created to give talented non professionals access to an audience ongoing, a schedule could be created in which artists would know when and for how long they were presenting. 
The artists would present a proposal as to what they would like to present, for how long and when and the venues would say whether they were interested and when. 
Chapters has a storytelling section, music section, poetry section in their store and the possibilities of having childrens/family events are there. 
The AAA has display dates based upon contacts with the venues, presenting examples of work to be shown, descriptions of publicity and responsibilities during the display, all the elements that make the venues rest easy that what will be presented will add quality to their ‘store experience’. As a result the AAA is displaying at Classics Plus at the moment and will be displaying at Books on 4th later in the year (we have been invited to stay at Classics Plus until after Christmas but so far the group has not decided how long they want to stay). 
For all interested artists, they can submit a proposal anytime and this will be added to others and presented to the venues for their decision. What was hoped for, is one person (at least)in each discipline to take responsibility for their area i.e. poets, musicians, etc. so when setting schedules there would not be a large group meeting for endless discussion and the AAA would take care of the visual arts presentations.
Length, format, dates, times are in the end a decision between the artists and the venues, the first step being the presentation of proposed times, dates, etc. for the venues to decide as to what and when would fit into their desired schedule.

The benefits to the artists of course would be in terms of public exposure, experience, as well as the possibility of selling their CD’s or making contacts with the public for other opportunities.

Media coverage would depend on how far in advance this schedule was so that it could be passed along to free TV, newspaper, and radio coverage as well as any publicity that the artists or venues wanted to do.
There has not been a website created as there have not been artists deciding to participate with the exception of the AAA and they have a website planned upcoming.
Since proposing this concept their have been new venues for the new year made available (on top of the ones mentioned) to the point where the AAA could now display all year around from one free venue to another. 
The key to the success of this venture is organization, preparation, responsibility from the artists to follow through with their part and of course an overall professionalism that makes the artists’ contributions desirable to the venues.
Lots of possibilities if done right.

Thanks for your interest
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-----Original Message-----
From: Selina Chebib [mailto:sechebib@gmail.com] 
Sent: Saturday, October 15, 2005 10:18 PM
To: Dan Laba
Subject: Re: Arts presentation
Hi Dan-
 

I have quite a few contacts in various arts communites, and I'd love to send something out. If you could provide me with a bit more information, I'll get going on it!

 

Proposed dates/times to present:

Venues:

A few details on the length/format you hope for:

 

and any benefits they can expect for their time and effort...I'm sure there is no monetary compensation...what are some fringe benefits they might expect? How much media coverage, anticipated  exposure?

 

Are there any related websites/links to check out?

 

Thanks, this will help me to put my convincing skills to work.

 

Cheers,

-Selina

 

On 10/15/05, Dan Laba <danlaba@shaw.ca> wrote: 

Selina good to hear from you. 
You certainly can help in this project. 
Of all the people I have e-mailed and all the enthusiastic responses I have gotten, there has been no one to date who has wanted to present. 
If you know anyone who is in a position to present and has the desire to do that, it would be very helpful.
In the meantime the Alberta Artists Association keeps on displaying their art (opening night this Friday at Classics Plus). 
Unfortunately the rest of the venues who have space and the desire to host the arts, have no one to present.
Let me know if you have any contacts who might be ready and willing to go
Thanks for your interest
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-- 
Selina Chebib
sechebib@gmail.com 
605-9572 

