Greg, just to add to the information about the Alberta Artists Association: it was established in 1996 by a group of exceptional students and myself from the credit courses. They had been part of the courses for a few years previous and had had individual and collective displays at Viscount as 'students', and wanted to display their talents outside the school and of course to sell their work.
It was felt that displaying and selling as 'students' of Viscount was not as desirable as displaying as an association of artists, especially for adults who intended to make their entire living (someday) or part of their living from the proceeds of their art.
So the Alberta Artists Association name was registered and the non-profit society created by myself and these former students for the purpose of promotion of their art through display, ongoing educational opportunities (guest speakers, etc.) and collective support in creating art.
Through the Association there were ongoing shows over several years. Some members went on to gallery representation, some got so busy with commission work they became full time artists, some moved away and others found the time for creating work to sell took too much out of their life commitments and could not continue.
So the Association stopped showing about 4-5 years ago because of those reasons.
These new students have been together for the last two years (some longer) through the Saturday classes and have reached a point in which they too want to pursue the same route as the last members and have joined the Association to do that.
The problem we had during the regular school year as you know was the venues that were thought to be possible for display all fell through and these new venues have been found, unfortunately, after the semester is over.
Even so, in spite of holidays and summer commitments, there is a strong enough commitment with the members to have these displays start in August and not postpone display until the school year starts again.
So the students will be displaying under the Alberta Artists Association banner, but information will be available (pamphlet) about the Association which states that the Association is centered at the Chinook Learning Services Art Studio at Viscount Bennett and that the Association meets and works during the Saturday Oil Painting and Sculpture ‘year long’ classes.
That will open the door for Chinook School and class promotion in the form of a small table  beside the display and to the public, hopefully, it will look like the Association of artists is using the excellent instruction and facilities at Chinook for to meet, learn their craft, organize and create some of their artwork. I think this is a structure that represents a ‘modern’ art school function for adult artists and makes for a positive roll model for non credit courses.
Students have taken more responsibility for their lessons have now set out to shape their art experiences, expand on previous lessons and based upon these displays will shape the new semester of lessons upcoming.
Speaking of that, the students all signed a form requesting their class start earlier that the scheduled October 4th date. Unfortunately the advertising for the course had already been sent out and there is a ‘reluctance’ from the non credit department to start earlier than advertised. The students would be willing to ‘rent’ the classroom space with instruction if that would be possible, to enable them to continue to make more art for these displays. I am investigating to see if caretaking would be already on site and what the cost of classroom/instruction would be. The year long classes work out to about $11/class for the students so they are very affordable.
I have talked to Cheryl and will present her with designs for the promotional materials for the end of this week or Monday at the latest.
We will try to do as much as possible from our end so the marketing people will have less to do as I know with their schedule and the time left will make this difficult to complete on time.
It should be interesting next week. The next meeting of the Association is Friday at 12 noon and we will put all this on the table for ideas and feedback and hopefully complete the promo designs for Monday.
Thanks for your help with this display, promotion and the security hangers.
I will keep you informed about the progress.
Dan
 

 

